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Combe Hay Parish Council
https://combehaypc.org.uk
BATHAVON SOUTH WARD, BATH & NORTH-EAST SOMERSET
       MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 
2nd July 2026 at 7.00pm
 in Combe Hay Church.

Councillors present:  Paul Wontner (Chairman), Rob Burdett, Crock Harrison, Malcolm Austwick, Crock Harrison, Simon Breakwell

In attendance:  one resident and Clerk (Olga Shepherd)   

[bookmark: _Hlk499123489][bookmark: _Hlk513794819][bookmark: _Hlk481657504]1.7.26 Apology  received and accepted from Rod Davies. 
2.7.26 Interests None.
[bookmark: _Hlk499125944][bookmark: _Hlk17838689]3.7.26 Minutes The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of 18th May 2026 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No issues were raised.

4.7.26 Clerks report  - none, all matters included on the Agenda.  

5.7.26 Councilors report ( on matters not covered elsewhere)

- Update was received on recent communications with Somersetshire Coal Canal Society. It was mentioned that Draft Local Plan consultation publication is expected in September 2026. The Parish Council requested that return of the canal to navigable water is excluded from the Local Plan due to its unviability and this has been confirmed by B&NES
The Chairman reported that meetings have been held with members of the SCCS, which had been constructive. The purpose of meetings is to come to agreements on amended charitable objectives to ensure future risk of “navigable water restoration” is eliminated. Meetings also held between a resident landowner and SCCS to re-affirm positions and to review the access to land once again. he discussed this matter with the Landowner Liaison of SCCS Nick Baker and it was positive. The Parish Council also requested that the latest SCCS Trustee’s report must be more transparent and include information about Parish Councils Alliance formed to oppose the return of the canal to navigable water and also information about restriction imposed by landowners to the SCCS restoration work until SCCS terms are accepted by the landowners.

[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]6.7 .26 Planning Applications: 
a.  Sulis Down development application 26/01238/EOUT– the consultation has ended. Around 800 objections were received by BaNES. Target decision for this planning application is 7th August 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk487557989][bookmark: _Hlk503536318]b. To NOTE there were no planning applications since the last meeting: 

7.7.26 Highways and Rights of Way  
Combe Hay lane unsafe bend - a meeting with BaNES traffic officers has been scheduled on 9th July 26.

8.7.26 Environment 
a. No updates

9.7.26 Parish Assets 
a. Wooden bench has been installed on the paddock
b. Annual Tree Inspection – to be further discussed with the tree surgeon. It was mentioned that the Ash Tree opposite the cemetery and belonging to Wheatsheaf pub may need to be trimmed back. 
c. Planting of beech tree in avenue to be discussed at next meeting.
d. It was NOTED that the maintenance programme is up to date on all matters. The Welcome sign will be cleaned.
e. It was AGREED to restore the Finger Post at Rowley end of village using CIL money. Clerk will raise the order with the specialist Chris Ingream.

10.7.26 Cemetery 
a. The Pre-application 26/01472/PA03 advice was received from BaNES. The Council AGREED to go ahead with the FULL application to extend the cemetery and will prepare the required documentations with the following costs:
· Final details for landscaping plans, pathways, boundary and ground reprofiling
· Ecologist Report, incl BHG  – a quote from Alder Ecology for £1,250 + Vat was APPROVED.
· Surveyor report - £450 inc Vat. Existing and proposed block site plan (1:100 or 1:200) showing access arrangements, any site boundaries and neighbouring dwellings

11.7.26 Community and Communication 
a.  Final details on preparation of the Village Summer event on 3-5th July 2026 were discussed.
b. Welcome Pack: No new residents in the village.

[bookmark: _Hlk534991077]12.7.26 Finance and Administration 
[bookmark: _Hlk34910466]a. The bank reconciliation and the allocation of the PC funds as at 30th June 26 was APPROVED by the Finance Cllr Simon Breakwell. Earmarked funds are NOTED .
c. CIL - £463.38 will be used for restoration of the finger post by Rowley Farm.
d. The Council AGREED to pay for the Church hire for PC meetings  £25 per meeting.
e. Report on the PC Website improvements was discussed. Simon Breakwell and Clerk will work on and plan to complete it by end of 2026.
c. The proposal to order of the Lych Gate for the Church was not approved as the PC is not legally able to pay for the  Church expenses.
d. The following payments were RATIFIED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Barbeque griddle (Anne Robertson fund)
	£649.99
	£129.99
	£779.98

	Fairy lights for summer party
	£19.98
	£4.00
	£23.98

	Bench slabs invoice Anthony Jones Inv 15
	
	
	£140.00

	Invoice for bench ( Sam Brown)
	
	
	£1,500.00

	Staff pay and HMRC tax paid monthly by standing order
	
	
	Available to Council Members

	Home office
	
	
	£24/mnth



13.7.26 Any other business/ Items for the next meeting

14.7.26  Proposed dates of future meetings: Thursday 3rd September 2026; Thursday 5th November 2026; Thursday 7th January 2027; Thursday 4th March 2027

