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18th May  2026
Combe Hay Parish Council
https://combehaypc.org.uk
BATHAVON SOUTH WARD, BATH & NORTH-EAST SOMERSET
       Minutes of the 
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.00pm 
in Combe Hay Church.
                          
 Councillors present:  Paul Wontner, Rod Davies, Crock Harrison, Malcolm Austwick.
In attendance:  one resident, District Councillor Fiona Gourley and Clerk (Olga Shepherd)   
                                                                              
1.5.26 Election of Chairman 
Council voted for Paul Wontner to be the Chairman. Paul Wontner signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman.

2.5.26 Election of Vice Chairman  
	Council voted for Rob Burdett to be the Vice Chairman.

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No issues were raised.

3.5.26 Apologies 
Apologies for absences were received and accepted from Rob Burdett, Simon Breakwell and Charlie Raynolds.

4.5.26 Declaration of Interests
	No interests were declared.
[bookmark: _Hlk499125944][bookmark: _Hlk17838689]5.5.26 Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 5th March 2026 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

6.5.26 Clerks report 
-It was NOTED that response was received from BaNES for FOI request by CHPC in relation to Policy HE2 update as part of Local Plan review.

7.5.26 Councillors report (not covered elsewhere) – None

[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]8.5.26	Planning Applications: 
a. The following planning applications were considered:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	Parish Council Comment 

	26/01238/EOUT
Parcel 4234, 
Combe Hay Lane
	(i) Outline application for phases 3 and 4 for up to 200 dwellings; landscaping;
community hall; drainage; allotments; open space; footpaths and emergency access; all matters reserved,
except access from Combe Hay Lane via the approved phase 1 spine road (details of internal roads and
footpaths reserved);
(ii) Detailed application for the continuation of the spine road (from phase 1), to and through Sulis Manor
and associated works comprising: the demolition of existing dilapidated buildings and tree removal;
drainage; landscaping; lighting; and boundary treatment; to enable construction of the spine road.
	Comments will be submitted by 9th June.



b. To note the following decisions by BaNES:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	BaNES decision 

	26/00909/TCA
Combe Hay Manor 
Backy Hill
	7no. Roadside Ash trees - Fell
	No objection

	26/00306/TCA
The Coach House
Anchor Lane
	Yew Tree – reduce the height by approx. 6ft and reshape
	No objections

	26/01481/TCA
Uphill The Lower Lane
	
Willow - reduce canopy by 2 m, reduce lateral weight of limbs
	
No objection


[bookmark: _Hlk487557989][bookmark: _Hlk503536318]9.5.26 Highways and Rights of Way  
The requested installation of painted road edge above Week Cottage on RH side Combe Hay Lane appears to have been installed in a different area of Combe Hay lane. Clerk will contact Highways to clarify.

10.5.26 Environment 
It was NOTED that the spring flowers planted in the autumn have bloomed successfully. The Council thanked Cllr Gourley for their financial WCEF contribution.
It was agreed that the grass will be first cut on 1 June after the NoMowMay campaign.

11.5.26 Cemetery
a. Proposed cemetery extension – CHPC applied for pre-application Service Advice Level 3 (£907.00). The application is registered on 27th April 26. The Case Officer response is expected by 3rd June 2026. Clerk will contact the officer to arrange the date for the site visit.
The Full Application has been withdrawn, and the partial refund of the fees has been received. The portion of the fee for using the planning portal is not refundable - £85 was charged for the use of Planning Portal

b. Current Cemetery -  Cotswold Voluntary Wardens completed phase 1 works on the stone wall. The PC expressed a big thank you and complimented the wardens for the quality of the dry wall finish. Phase 2 will start after the planning application is complete. The PC agreed to contribute £500 to Cotswolds Conservation Board for the works completed as well as to pay for materials. As these works have been done by the volunteers and made a big savings or the Council, as a thank you it was agreed to invite the volunteers for lunch to the Wheatsheaf pub.

c. New Cemetery - completion of new entrance and additional landscaping. Including north side of current cemetery will be done at later stage.
12.5.26 Community and Communication 
a. Summer event 3-5 July – sub committee meeting will be arranged later.
b. Welcome Pack was delivered to new residents. 

13.5.26 Grounds maintenance -all
Update received – all in order.
14.5.26 Annual Return for Year Ending 31st March 2026
1. It was confirmed there is no conflict of interest with BDO LLP Auditors and paperwork was signed accordingly. 
1. The Internal Audit report 2025-26 was received and NOTED.
1. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2025-2026 Section 1 - Reviewed and APPROVED 

1. ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2025-2026 Section 2 - Reviewed and APPROVED (this section was prepared and circulated by the Responsible Financial Officer before the meeting). 
1. EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE for the accounts 2025-26 - Approved.   The Exemption Certificate signed by the Chairman and Clerk
1.  The period for the exercise of public rights AGREED - 3th June 2026 to 17th July 2026.  The Notice of Public Rights will be duly displayed.
[bookmark: _Hlk534991077][bookmark: _Hlk34910466]15.5.26 Other Finance and Administration 
a) Options to spend £463.38 CIL money (Community Infrastructure Levy) were discussed. Further ideas will be explored at next meeting.
b) The following schedule of payment was ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	ALCA subscription 2026-27 - £63.65
NALC subscription 2026-27 - £10.75
	
	
	£74.40

	Internal Audit 2025-26
	
	
	£60.00

	Planning Portal – Full Application (withdrawn. Partially refunded £298.00
	
	
	£379.00

	BaNES Pre- Application Service Level 3
	
	
	£907.00

	Chris Ingrem inv for restoration of finger post
	
	
	£665.00

	Cemetery wall repair materials
	£93.55
	£18.71
	£112.26

	Contribution to Cotswolds Preservation Board
	
	
	£500.00

	Annual meeting hosting groceries (Sainsburys)
	
	
	£52.48

	Printing documents for presentation at BaNES Policy Scrutiny Panel re SCCS
	£77.70
	£15.54
	£93.24

	Staff pay and HMRC tax paid monthly by standing order
	
	
	Available to Council Members

	Home office expenditure
	
	
	£24/mnth



17.5.24 Items to be raised for consideration at the next meeting
- use of CIL money	
18.5.24 Proposed dates of future meetings: Thursday 2nd July 2026
Thursday 3rd September 2026
Thursday 5th November 2026
Thursday 7th January 2027
Thursday 4th March 2027
