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Combe Hay Parish Council
https://combehaypc.org.uk
BATHAVON SOUTH WARD, BATH & NORTH-EAST SOMERSET
       Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 
 5th March 2026 at 7.00pm 
in Combe Hay Church.
                          
 Councillors present:  Paul Wontner (Chairman), Rod Davies, Crock Harrison.
In attendance:   Three residents, District Cllrs Fiona Gourley and Matt McCabe, 
Clerk (Olga Shepherd).   
                                                                              
1.3.25 Apologies 
Apologies received and accepted from Rob Burdett, Malcolm Austwick, Charlotte Raynolds.

2.3.25 Declaration of Interests
None received.

3.3.25 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of 8th January 2026 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman.
4.3.25 Co-option 
The Notice of vacancy following resignation of Joanne Grieveson was advertised until 12.01.2026. 
The Council voted and RESOLVED to coopt Simon Breakwell as a Councillor and  appointed him responsible for overseeing council finance. Simon signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Registration of Interests forms.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

- The Applicant for planning application 26/00318/FUL has explained to the Council the changes of  planning application  from Class Q to Full planning application and answered some questions from the Councillors. The PC will provide their comments on BaNES Planning portal.
 
- A resident from Camerton has attended the meeting to participate in discussions about the potential inclusion of restoration of the Somersetshire Coal Canal in the Local Plan.
5.3.26 Clerks report (on matters not covered in this Agenda)  
 
- Data Protection course run by ALCA attended by the councilors in January 2026;
- Assertion 10 webinar for Councilors is running on 10th March online from 6.15pm to 7.30pm;
- The Chairman and the Clerk attended the meeting organized by MP Anne Sabine with local parish councils with regards to BaNES Local Plan. A letter to BaNES Council was produced by Anne Sabine to outline local concerns. Combe Hay PC agreed to sign this letter along with other parish councils.
- Parish Liaison Meeting is taking place on 18th March in Keynsham at 18.30pm


6.3.26 Councilors report (on matters not covered elsewhere) – no update.
[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]7.3.26 Planning Applications: 
a.  Sulis Down development, Phase 3 and 4:
- The Parish Council provided comments on the proposed plans to Welbeck Land (the developer). The issues relating to the allotments siting, lack of a comprehensive Masterplan, total housing numbers, impact on Cotswold National landscape, traffic and numbers of affordable housing were raised.
b. The following planning applications were considered:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	PC comments

	26/00306/TCA
The Coach House Anchor Lane
	Yew tree - reduce the height by approximately 6 metres and reshape.
	No objection

	26/00318/FUL
Cromwell Farm Combe Hay Lane
	External alterations and change of use of agricultural barn and land to form 1no.dwelling with associated external works to form parking and garden. Access via existing track.
	Comments provided on BaNES portal










c. The following decisions by BANES since the last meeting were NOTED: 
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	PC comments

	25/04024/FUL
The Old Stables 
Old Bath Road
	Erection of a 3 bedroom dwelling following demolition of existing dilapidated and redundant stable
building.
	Permit








8.3.26 Somersetshire Coal Canal 
- The Chairman updated the council on the creation of The Somersetshire Coal Canal Communities Alliance, consisting of 5 Local Parish Councils, residents and landowners along the canal corridor. Purpose of this Alliance is to oppose coal canal restoration to water and the proposed diversions going through people’s homes and inclusion of this Policy in the Local Plan. 

The Alliance recognise and appreciate the work undertaken by the SCCS to maintain paths, restore and protect visible heritage features, but oppose full restoration of the canal to water as the proposal pose unacceptable risk to local ecology and properties. The proposed plans are disproportionate and lack evidence of it’s viability and ecological benefits.

Chairman updated on activity so far, including, creation of The Alliance, landowners refusing access for SCCS until issue resolved, meetings with Monkton Combe School, representation at Local Plan meeting to Anna Sabine MP and legal challenge having been issued.

Discussions took place at length with District Councillors Fiona Gourley and Matt McCabe about the potential inclusion of the canal restoration in the Local Plan. The Local Councils Alliance expressed concerns about B&NES restoration intentions and lack of public consultation on this proposal and will continue to challenge the Planning Department of the need to include the restoration of the canal in the Local Plan.

A meeting with BaNES on site to discuss the situation is to be requested

BaNES Policy Scrutiny meeting is taking place on 26th March and will be attended by the parish council representatives and presentations made at the meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk487557989][bookmark: _Hlk503536318]9.3.26 Neighborhood Watch ( Community vigilance group)
	a. updates are communicated to the residents via village Whatsapp.

10.3.26 Highways and Rights of Way  
a. unsafe bend of Combe Hay Lane above Week Cottage – Clerk to contact BaNES for updates on installation of white lines on the edge.

b. overhanging trees, top of Combe Hay Lane ( landowner served notice) – works look to have started to take place as of today

11.3.26 Environment 
a. Bulb planting was successful, flowers are expected shortly. 

b. Village Spring Clean date is 22nd March 

12.3.26 Parish Assets 
a. Maintenance programme- updated schedule was circulated and approved;
b. Finger Sign Post renovation at Combe Hay Lane – a quote for £665.00 was APPROVED; Clerk to contact contractor to complete the works this year
c. Review the Audio Visual asset on register and determine whether to remove
d. No further updates on the following purchases using Anna Robertson donation for the use in the village as agreed:
· Benches- £1,500
· Plancha/bbq – £450-£600

13.3.26 Cemetery 
a. Full Planning Application to extend the cemetery to the new land was submitted to BaNES. Permission was granted by the Environmental Agency.
b. Cemetery historic records and accounts have been deposited at BaNES archives.
c. New path joining the two cemeteries,agreed to not do this work until we have concluded the planning application, site meeting to be held in meantime to discuss detailed requirements prior to gaining quotes – update at the next meeting
d. Repairs of the stone wall, Cotswolds Wardens expected to complete this work in Spring/Summer 2026– update at the next meeting

14.3.26 Community and Communication 
a. Organization of  summer event – deposit has been paid for the band. Further update at the next meeting.
b. Annual Parish Meeting  - Avon Wildlife Trust Reps and Bristol Water  Reps have been invited to talk to the residents about respective subjects. Promotion of event needed to gain attendance of more residents  
[bookmark: _Hlk534991077]15.3.26 Finance and Administration 
[bookmark: _Hlk34910466]a. Data security – It was agreed to move councilors’ emails to the PC domain name, to be organized by the PC website host company. 
b.  Council website Audit – Clerk and Simon Breakwell will discuss and report at the next meeting.
c. The bank reconciliation and the allocation of the PC funds as at 28th February 26 was reviewed and APPROVED by Rod Davies.
b. Information Technology  Policy was approved for adoption;
e. Asset Register was reviewed. Clerk will make some clarifications and confirm the final amount.  
f. Risk Assessment Management reviewed and approved.
c.  ALCA organized internal audit was APPROVED. 
e.  The following payments were ratified:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	ALCA invoice for Data Protection course for Cllrs
	
	
	£52.50

	Zurich Insurance 2026-27
	
	
	£254.00

	Alive Network – summer band booking deposit
	£155.00
	£31.00
	£181.00

	Ms Office subscription 2026-27
	
	
	£84.99

	Planning Application to extend the cemetery
	£294.00
	£85.00
	£379.00

	Staff pay 
	
	
	Available to Council Members

	Home office allowance
	
	
	£24/mnth



16.3.26 Any other business/ Items for the next meeting:
- Welcome Pack:  There were no new residents.
17.3.26 Dates of future meetings:  
 Monday 18th May 2026 - Annual Parish meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 2nd July 2026
Thursday 3rd September 2026
Thursday 5th November 2026
Thursday 7th March 2027
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