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BATHAVON SOUTH WARD, BATH & NORTH-EAST SOMERSET
       Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 
 8th January 2026 at 7.00pm in Combe Hay Church.
                          
Councillors present:  Paul Wontner (Chairman), Rob Burdett, Crock Harrison, Rod Davies, Charlotte Raynolds
In attendance:   One resident and Clerk (Olga Shepherd).   
                                                                              
1.1.26 Apologies 
Apology received and accepted from Malcolm Austwick

2.1.26 Declaration of Interests
None received.
3.1.26 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of 13th November 2025 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman.
4.1.26 Co-option 
Resignation of Joanne Grieveson was NOTED. Notice of Vacancy has been published on 18.12.2025. Application for co-option are invited after 14th January 26.
.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· A resident addressed the Council about potentially disruptive effect of the proposed inclusion of restoration of Somersetshire Coal Canal in the Local Plan to the landowners and offered to support CHPC in lobbying BaNES to scrap this proposal.
· 
5.1.26 Clerks report (on matters not covered in this Agenda)  
 
- Data Protection Principles for Councilors course is run by ALCA 26th and 28th January 2026. Three Councilors have signed up for the course.

6.1.26 Councillors report (on matters not covered elsewhere)
	No update

[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]7.1.26 Planning Applications: 
a.  Sulis Down development:
- It was NOTED that the Planning Committee decided to refuse planning application 22/01370/FUL ref allotments siting at Derrymans.

- Local Plan Somerset Coal Canal- the Chairman updated the on Meeting held on 27th Nov with BANES planning and local Parish Councils, where the following concerns were raised:

- Feasibility and practicality of the canal restoration.
- Unclear Policy, leading to anxiety about impact on properties in the future.
- The effect of the proposal on the community spaces, nature reserves, cemeteries.
- Poor communication from BANES to the residents about the proposal.

BANES have committed to review consultation feedback and have further stakeholder dialogue. 

CHPC will make residents aware of the proposal and encourage their feedback to BaNES as well as keep in contact with BANES and other local parish councils. 

[bookmark: _Hlk487557989][bookmark: _Hlk503536318]b. The following planning applications were considered: 
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	PC comments

	25/04669/LBA
The Lodge 
Combe Hay Lane
	External works to re-thatch roof with water reed
	SUPPORT






 
c. There were no planning decisions by BANES since the last meeting.

8.1.26 Neighborhood Watch (Community vigilance group)
	a. no updates. Regular communications are being published in the community.

9.1.26 Highways and Rights of Way  
	The following updates were received:
a. BANES Highways department confirmed that the works order has been raised to install the bollards on unsafe bend of Combe Hay Lane above Week Cottage. The painting of edge line is to be done in dry weather conditions.

b. Overhanging trees at top of Combe Hay Lane (landowner was served notice) was raised again with BaNES. CHPC will communicate further.

10.1.26 Environment 
Cars have driven over the triangle at top of avenue, review if needed to level the ground at some point. 

11.1.26 Parish Assets 
a. Maintenance programme- up to date.
b. Tree work – work completed.
c. ‘Finger’ signpost on triangle – it was agreed to commission repair work in next financial year. Clerk will make enquiries.
d. The following items are to be purchased later in the year, using Anna Robertson donation :
- Benches- £1,500
· Plancha/bbq – £450-£600

12.1.26 Cemetery 
a. It was NOTED that BaNES confirmed that no planning application required for the creation of a walkway in the stone wall dividing new and old part of the cemetery.
b. The Council discussed and resolved to apply for planning permission to designate the new land as a cemetery.
c. Cotswold Volunteer Warden (Robert Morley) agreed in principle to carry out the repairs of the cemetery wall. The Council agreed that the drystone wall method is suitable. 

13.1.26 Community and Communication 
a. Discussions took place about the Village Summer Event preparations for the weekend 3-5 July 2026. Various ideas were explored and the budget of £1,800-£2000 is set aside.
[bookmark: _Hlk534991077]14.1.26 Finance and Administration 
[bookmark: _Hlk34910466]a. Rod Davies was appointed on temporary basis as Finance Councilor to oversee and sign off the bank reconciliations prepared by the Clerk. Unity Trust Bank signatories will be updated. Paul Wontner is to be added to the list of signatories.

b. 2026-27 Budget as well as allocation of earmarked funds was reviewed and APPROVED.
c. It was AGREED to set the Precept for 2026-27 financial year at £10,045
d. Data Protection Policy reviewed and APPROVED.
e. Data Retention Policy reviewed and APPROVED for adoption.
f. Training and Development Policy reviewed and approved for adoption.
g. The Council discussed the Data Protection requirement of the council emails to be on the council’s – owned domain name and included the cost of £150 in the next financial year. The quote was provided by the PC website hosting provider. 
h. The following payments to be approved:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Town and Parish Council website hosting 2026
	
	
	£180.00

	Sam Turner&Sons invoice 4266144
	£158.33
	£31.66
	£189.99

	A Lewis Tree Services invoice 1229
	
	
	£1,680.00

	Zurich Insurance 10.02.26 to 9.02.27
	
	
	£264.00

	Information Commission Office
 annual subs 2026-27 (paid by D/D)
	
	
	£47.00

	Donation to Dorothy House
 (ref Robin Campbell)
	
	
	£100.00

	A.Lewis Tree Services inv 1229
	
	
	£1,680.00


	Staff pay 
	
	
	Available to Council Members

	Home office allowance
	
	
	£24/mnth



15.1.26 Any other business/ Items for the next meeting:
- Welcome Pack: No new residents since the last meeting. 
16.1.26 Proposed dates of future meetings:   5th March 2026 
20th May 2026 - Annual Resident’s Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting
2 July 2026; 2 September 2026; 5 November 2026. 

