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Combe Hay Parish Council
https://combehaypc.org.uk
BATHAVON SOUTH WARD, BATH & NORTH-EAST SOMERSET
       Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 
 13th November 2025 at 7.00pm 
in Combe Hay Church.
                          
 Councillors present:  Paul Wontner (Chairman), Rob Burdett, Malcolm Austwick, Joan Grieveson, Crock Harrison.
In attendance:   Two residents; District Cllr Fiona Gourley and Clerk (Olga Shepherd).   
                                                                              
1.11.25 Apologies 
Apology received and accepted from Rod Davies.

2.11.25 Declaration of Interests
None received.
3.11.25 Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of 4th September 2025 was APPROVED and SIGNED by the Chairman.
4.11.25 General Power of Competence
The Clerk confirmed that Combe Hay PC is meeting criteria for eligibility and recommended that the scheme is adopted by the council. The council RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence.
5.11.25 Co-option 
Application received from Charlotte Reynolds. The Council voted and RESOLVED to co-opt Charlotte Reynolds as a Councilor. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
· A resident raised concern about BaNES Somersetshire Coal Canal Local Plan Policy options.  The proposed canal route runs through people’s properties and can potentially be very disruptive and create substantial damage. It was also pointed out that residents were not fully aware of these proposals being put forward as no communication was received from BaNES.

6.11.25 Clerks report (on matters not covered on the Agenda).
	The following was NOTED:  
 
- ALCA is organizing online webinar for Data Protection Principles for Councilors). Date to be confirmed.
- BANES Local Plan Options online consultation runs until 14th November 25.
- BaNES Somersetshire Coal Canal Local Plan Policy options - online meeting 27th November 6-7pm
- Bath Avon Area Forum is to be held online on 29th November at 6pm.
- BANES the Movement Strategy consultation runs until 28th November 25.

7.11.25 Councilors report (on matters not covered elsewhere). None received

[bookmark: _Hlk531937079]8.11.25 Planning Applications: 
a.  Sulis Down development:
-  22/01370/FUL ref allotments siting at Derrymans - Cllr Gourley informed that she had an informal meeting with Vistry (the developer) and informed that there is a strong demand from Resident’s Association for allotments to be built in phase 1 as well as the access to a communal area with water tanks and gardening sheds. Vistry must meet this demand. CHPC is disappointed with BANES decision to allow the allotments to be built in Derryman’s. CHPC and SOBA are still objecting for the allotments to be located in the Green Belt. This permission was given by BaNES prior to the agreed Masterplan for the whole development. This is likely to be discussed at the Planning Committee planned on the 17th December, although the agenda has not been published yet.

- The Council reviewed the comments to be submitted to BaNES Local Plan Options consultation regarding the land to the west of the Park & Ride and Sulis Down. 
· b. Discussions took place with regard to the proposed restoration of Somerset Coal Canal as per Local Plan s 9.166 and its likely impact in the area. The Council agreed that this new Policy should not be included in the new Local Plan as it is not feasible and creates a lot of uncertainty for residents. The parish council comments will be submitted to BANES.
[bookmark: _Hlk487557989][bookmark: _Hlk503536318]c. The following planning applications were considered: 
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	PC comments
BANES decision

	25/03775/TCA
Combe Hay Cemetery (CHPC)
	Ash T1-fell
Rotten Silver Birch-fell
Conifer T3- fell
	BANES -  No objection

	25/03738/TCA
Laundry Cottage, The Lower Lane 
	T1- Ash-fell. Advanced chalara infection, Dying tree. T2 – Ash-fell. Advanced chalara infection. Dying tree. T3-Douglas fir. Tree of poor form
	BANES – No objection

	25/04191/TCA
Rectory Lodge
Old Bath Road
	T1- Beechtree- cut approx. 50sm from diameter, reduce height by 8-12 m
	CHPC has not objection 

	25/04184/TCA
Rectory House Anchor Lane
	H1 Cypress hedge - to be reduced by 2-3m back to previous point and trim sides
accordingly.

	CHPC has no objection

	25/04024/FUL
The Old Stables,
Old Bath Road
	Erection of a 3 bedroom dwelling following demolition of existing dilapidated and redundant stable building.
	CHPC has no objection














d. 



The following decisions by BANES were NOTED:
	Planning Application number and address
	Description of proposal
	BaNES decision

	25/03223/FUL
Westhill House
	Erection of timber frame pergola
	Permit








9.11.25 Neighborhood Watch ( Community vigilance group)
	The following updates were received:
a. Neghbourhood watch signs have been installed.
b. Monthly updates are published

10.11.25 Highways and Rights of Way  
a. Cllr Charlotte Reynolds has been appointed as Lead Councillor for Events. Paul Wontner was appointed as Lead Councillor for Highways as well as communication.

c. Unsafe bend of Combe Hay Lane above Week Cottage has been reported to BaNES. Fiona Gourley discussed this with the Highways Officer, and it was proposed to replace the missing bollards and a carriageways edge line to guide the drivers.  Fiona will chase up and update the Council.

d. Road sweeping of Lower Lane, using a smaller sweeper vehicle to be requested by Clerk

e. Overhanging trees, top of Combe Hay Lane (landowner served notice). No updates received. Clerk will follow up to find out progress

f. Speeding issue on bend by Hen Chicken Court.  BaNES suggested that overhanging vegetation should be cleared to improve visibility. All agreed that this section of the road is very slippery and the tarmac needs to be resurfaced. All agreed that resurfacing will need to be requested when the planned Wessex Water works on water mains are completed. Reminder to landowner with overhanging trees to be given.

11.11.25 Environment 
a. The bulb planting project has been completed successfully by the community group.  3000 bulbs were planted.

b. The bird boxes (42 in total) funded by a resident were purchased and distributed in the village for installation in gardens and green spaces.

12.11.25 Parish Assets 
	The following updates were received:

a. Maintenance programme- is up to date. 
b. Tree maintenance – completed. 
c. Finger signpost repainting was discussed. This work will be scheduled and budgeted for the next financial year.
d. The use of Anna Robertson donation for the use in the village:
· Benches- (£1,500) to be made by the village specialist.
· Plancha/bbq – (£450-£600) to be purchased in the summer
· Living archives - £150/year to Bath Record Office

13.11.25 Cemetery 
a. The Chairman reported that the working group has been working clearing up the new land of unwanted trees and vegetation. All other parts of the cemetery are well maintained too.

b. It was AGREED that at this time the land will not be registered as a cemetery as there is enough space in the old part, estimated for next 10 years.

c. It was AGREED that the old and the new cemetery land is to be joined by creating a graveled walkway through the separating stone wall. Other parts of the wall require maintenance repair too. Clerk will enquire if planning permission is required. It was confirmed that the cemetery is not on the Conservation area.

d. It was NOTED that audit of the cemetery plot plan and the historical records update have been completed.

14.11.25 Community and Communication 
a.  Some ideas for Summer Event were discussed. Date confirmed as weekend of July 3rd 2026. This will be discussed further.

[bookmark: _Hlk534991077]15.11.25 Finance and Administration 
[bookmark: _Hlk34910466]a. The 6 month Budget progress report, circulated prior to the meeting, was NOTED.
b. The bank reconciliation and the allocation of the PC funds as at 31th October 25 was checked and APPROVED by Joan Grieveson.  
c. The estimate for tree works 1102 from A. Lewis Tree services for £1,680 was APPROVED.
d. The Asset Register was reviewed and APPROVED.
e.  The following payments APPROVED:
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total amount

	Neighborhood Watch signs
	
	
	£33.85

	J. Parker invoice for wholesale bulbs purchase
	
	
	£537.00

	Staff pay 
	
	
	Available to Council Members

	Home office allowance
	
	
	£24/mnth



16.11.25 Proposed dates of future meetings:  8th January 2026; 
6th March 2026; 7th May  2026 - Annual Parish Council Meeting


Meeting ended at 8.56pm




SIGNED__________________
Paul Wontner ( Chairman)

8th January 2026
